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FRIENDS of 
CHRIST’S HOSPITAL

ACROSS THE POND NEWS

Welcome to the newly redesigned issue of 
“US Blues: Across the Pond News.” 
Whether it’s Rob Gauntlett and James 
Hooper becoming the youngest Britons 
to climb Mount Everest, or Bill Sladen 
being the oldest Briton in Antarctica1, or 
violinist Sophie Till being invited to record 
Beethoven’s complete sonatas for violin and 
piano at Deutsche Grammophon, or the 
band leading the Queen’s Birthday parade, 
those of us “which have no memorial” are 
enormously proud of the many accomplish-
ments of Old Blues in almost all fields of 
human endeavor. We feel truly privileged to 
offer our time and modest financial support 
to ensure that Housey can continue to 
expand the breadth and excellence of the 
education it offers to disadvantaged young 
people. Our drum beat theme this issue is 
to “enable excellence.” Enjoy!

Transatlantic 
Connection 

Links Tradition, 
Opportunity

Old Blues have been coming to America 
almost since the School was founded and at 
one time there was a tradition of Americans 

coming to CH through the auspices of 
the English-Speaking Union. FCH Board 
member and governor, Jim Bell, was one of 
them. 
 FCH has been working over the past 
two years to reinstate this transatlantic 
connection. This year saw the launch of an 
exchange program between Gilman School 
in Baltimore and Christ’s Hospital. Deputy 
Grecian Mark Laichena visited Gilman 

for two weeks in February, living with the 
family of Gilman student Jon McMaster. 
 “I loved the experience, and am keen 
to try for scholarships to the US for college, 
something I would never have considered 
before,” Mark says. “I got on amazingly 
well with the host family, and especially 
Jon. Aside from attending the school in 
Baltimore, I also had the opportunity to 
visit DC, Annapolis, and New York.” 

1 William J.L. Sladen’s work teaching adolescent geese to navigate their species’ traditional migration route by following ultra-light aircraft served as the inspiration for the 
acclaimed film, “Fly Away Home.” Bill says, “…soon after my 86th (if I pass my medical) in Jan07, I will be revisiting the Adelie Penguin study area I started in 1959 at the 
famous Cape Crozier, Ross Island, Antarctica colony to revive the film “Penguin City” I made in the 1960s and narrated with Charles Kuralt for a CBS TV “Special” in 1970.” 

…SEE “TRANSATLANTIC CONNECTION” NEXT PAGE



F

A

Transatlantic 
Connection 

Links Tradition,  
Opportunity

…CONTINUED FROM FRONT COVER

As an exchange between peers, there 
is potential for a strong link to develop 
between the two students. Mark continued, 
“…by the end of the trip, I failed to see 
him as being American, or ‘different,’ but as 
another equal.”
 Jon McMaster is now immersed in life 
at CH where Jon McGill, the headmaster 
of Gilman (and coincidentally the son-in-
law of an Old Blue) and FCH Director 
Sally O’Brien (Knatchbull-Hugessen) had 
the opportunity to meet with both young 
men as well as Senior Grecian Hannah 
Jenkins and the Headmaster in early June. 
Plans are underway to add The Bryn Mawr 
School in Baltimore to the exchange in 
order that CH girls might also have the 
opportunity to spend time at the acclaimed 
American school for women, and vice versa.

Jon McGill, Headmaster of the Gilman School, Baltimore, Maryland, US; Gilman exchange student Jon McMaster; 
Senior Grecian Hannah Jenkins, and Christ’s Hospital exchange student Mark Laichena recently met with FCH 
Director, Sally O’Brien (Knatchbull-Hugessen) whom one may assume is behind the camera.

Christ’s Hospital exchange student Mark Laichena and 
fellow Gilman exchange student Jon McMaster carry 
on an Old Blue tradition, newly reinstated by FCH. 

FCH Financial Report 
(May 24, 2006)

Friends of Christ’s Hospital received a record $139,358 in donations in 2005 and made 
grants to the school of $95,500 during the year, with a further grant of $50,000 in January 
2006. We also made grants to both Christ’s Hospital of $6000 and the Gilman School of 
$4000 to support the student exchange program featured in our cover story.
 Our grants to date total $248,918 with the majority, $213,950, supporting the sorely 
needed building renovation. Board members additionally support conference calls, print-
ings, mailings and events from their own funds and our 2005 Federal 990 tax return shows 
$3,411 for such “in kind donations.” Please contact Lance Reynolds if you would like to 
review a pdf file of the return.

Friends of Christ’s Hospital thank our thirty-one  
2005 donors for their generous support.
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II thought I would let you know how things are going at CH. You will be pleased to hear 
that all is well although, as usual, life is pretty busy.
 On the academic side, I am coping well with the demands of 12 GCSE subjects and I 
particularly enjoy Design Technology and Physics. This is a hectic time of year as we have 
started our coursework which requires a lot of effort outside of the class.
 On the sporting front, I am playing in the under 15 B school football team at the 
moment and have had a good season. We have won more games than we have lost and seek 
inspiration by keeping a keen eye on England’s preparations for the World Cup.
 Next term I will be playing cricket in the school team, which I hope will be a lot 
warmer then this term [written March 2006]. I will also soon be starting a scuba diving 
course which will qualify me as an open water diver.
 I am also part of the Army cadets which is going well and I am enjoying. On the 
1st of January I will be applying for a scholarship with the army that will hopefully take 
me through university and into a career in the army. The school has helped me a lot by 
supplying a careers officer to guide me through this decision.
 I have been particularly thankful for my housey coat in the past few weeks as it has 
been very cold here with the occasional light snow. I hope all is well in America and that we 
will soon get the opportunity to meet up.

Regards
—James Robins UF Mid B

Presentee of JL Doyle

Letters from 
our Presentees

I’m very glad that you liked my letter and it encouraged Old Blues to donate to the school. 
It’s very cold here at the moment but the good side of that is the snow! So far this term, we 
have had two special events: Valentine’s Day and today Pancake day! 
 At CH, we celebrate Valentine’s Day early so that we can spend it here with our 
friends and at home with our family. I was well loved this year, receiving three mystery 
snuggles, four chocolate crushes and a rose! Unfortunately the rose died over the holidays. 
 Over the weekend, about ten of my friends were confirmed. This was really special 
and we had a huge party afterwards to celebrate. This Bishop of Horsham was very funny 
and very kind which made the service enjoyable. 
 Lessons are going surprisingly well, the hard work seems to be paying off because I’m 
getting good grades in everything. This term I took up rugby as a challenge and it’s good 
fun. Sometimes the teacher gets annoyed at all the giggling though! 
 At the end of term we have the dreaded steeplechase which I’ll be entering. Two and 
a half miles of bumpy land to run! Last year I came twenty third out of about seventy and 
that made me proud! Hopefully it will go well this year and I’ll have fun. Yours Faithfully 

—Fayida “Fay” Jailler COL B 03 / Presentee of L Reynolds

Meet Our Two 
Newest Governors

Dr. Ansar Haroun
MdA 1959-66
Ansar Haroun, MD is normally the forensic 
psychiatrist for the Superior Court of CA 
and San Diego County determining whether 
or not people accused of crimes are mentally 
competent to stand trial. 
 However, as a Lt. Colonel reservist in 
the US Army, Dr. Haroun (on right) has 
been called to active duty three times, to 
Iraq after the Gulf War, to Germany during 
the Bosnian conflict, and to Afghanistan in 
2002. A member 
of the combat 
stress control 
team, he helps 
soldiers cope 
with the physical, 
emotional and 
mental challenges 
of serving in a wartime environment.

Deborah “Rosh” Wright
1s 1957-66
Rosh Wright trained as a nurse in London 
and worked in Canada, Saudi Arabia and 
the US, including head nurse and nursing 
supervisor at Stanford University’s Lucile 
Packard Children’s Hospital. 
 A mid-life career change has her act-
ing in theater and film. Recently she played 
the part of Vivian Bearing in “Wit,” a role 
that combined her talents for acting and 
medicine. Rosh has been in numerous 
productions and continues to support her 
acting habit, as she puts it, by working as a 
Legal Nurse Consultant, reviewing medical 
records in legal cases and assisting lawyers 
in their understanding of the medical issues. 
Rosh lives 
with her 
husband Ed 
and her dog 
Cookie in 
Atascadero, 
California.
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177 Ramoso Road, Portola Valley, California 94028

CHAIRMAN
John Doyle
twoj@vincamanor.com
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Founder’s Day 2005: Old Blues Reunite

Mark Your 2006 Calendars! October 28 Founder’s Day Dinner at the 
Cosmos Club, Washington DC • November 11 Luncheon at Menlo 
Country Club, Woodside, CA honoring retiring Treasurer David 
Farrington and his wife Shannon.

Sixteen US Old Blues and twenty-four 
guests attended a Founder’s Day Dinner at 
the University Club in New York, October 
22, 2005. Guests included Christ’s Hospital 
Treasurer David Farrington, himself an 
Old Blue, Senior Grecian Hannah Jenkins, 
Headmaster of the Gilman School, Jon 
McGill, and Carol Manzione, author of “A 
Passing Deed of Pity,” a history of the early 
years of Christ’s Hospital. 
 The Friends of Christ’s Hospital Board 
met. The occasion also offered a reunion for 
some Old Blues — Michael Allen, Lance 
Reynolds, Doug Ruthven and Peter Wood 
— after 48 years. Norman Guthkelch, LaA 
1924-33, was the Senior Old Blue present.

Christ‘s Hospital Treasurer David Farrington (far left) 
and FCH Chairman John Doyle relaxing during John’s 
visit to the UK in May.

How Can I Give?
FCH is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 
Donations are fully tax deductible to the 
extent provided by US law. 
Federal ID # 91-2162264 
CA Corporation # 2350816 

CASH GIFT BY CHECK
Payable to:  “Friends of Christ’s Hospital”
Mail to: FCH, c/o Lance Reynolds
470F Cola Ballena, Alameda, CA 94501

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFT
Reference our tax ID #s for contributions 
from corporate matching gift programs.

GIFT OF SECURITIES
Gifts of appreciated securities or property 
may offer significant tax advantages. If you 
wish to make such a gift, please contact 
Lance Reynolds by writing to the address 
above, emailing lancereyno@sbcglobal.net, 
or calling 510.814.1942. 

Grateful thanks to Youssef-Reynolds for 
their support in printing this edition of 
US Blues.
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